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At the 2016 ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly, voting members ap-
proved a ‘Call to Discernment on 
U.S. Foreign and Military Policy.’ I 
was not present, but I imagine 
there must have been a critical 
mass of Lutherans at the as-
sembly who have looked on in 
horror as U.S. foreign policy continues to reverberate 
through the middle east and other parts of the world. 
Like some of you may be, I too am horrified by what 
has been done (and is being done) in our name since 
the George W. Bush administration decided to attack 
Iraq in search of phantom weapons of mass destruc-
tion in 2003. Sadly, the Obama administration con-
tinues to perpetuate many of the same policies put 
in place after the invasion, making a terrible mistake 
worse. There is plenty of blame on both sides of the 
aisle.

I am not a foreign policy analyst but, as a concerned 
Christian citizen, I can connect the dots between one 
of the worst foreign policy decisions in our country’s 
history and the current refugee catastrophe unfold-
ing before us. ISIS, dead children washing up on the 
shores of Greece, the rise of nationalist, far-right par-
ties in Europe, the clearly nativist appeal of a candidate 
like Donald Trump, and the destruction of Aleppo all 
weigh heavily on my conscience. I do not believe we 
are directly responsible for every one of these disas-
ters, but I nevertheless contend our actions in 2003 
destabilized a region that had already been compro-
mised. Since then, other countries are forced to deal 
with the mess we so arrogantly initiated. 

The fact that Jesus’ homeland—a place where his mes-
sage of loving one’s enemy, blessing the peacemak-
ers, appealing to communal cooperation over greed 
and the acquisition of possessions, of not judging, of 
healing the sick, of binding up the broken-hearted, 
and bringing good news to the poor—the fact that his 
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homeland is in the middle of it 
all is worse still.  As an American 
Christian I cry out in anger, frus-
tration, despair, and shame.

If you would like to know more 
about where I developed this 
opinion, I encourage you to read 

the best-selling author Andrew J. Bacevich’s new book, 
America’s War for the Greater Middle East: A Military His-
tory. Bacevich is a 23-year combat veteran of the U.S. 
army who also lost a son in Iraq. He is no arm-chair left-
ist, harping over cynical news reports. As a soldier and 
a professor he knows more about the middle east, and 
our country’s relationship to it, than you or I ever will. 
As a father, he’s paid the ultimate price for our coun-
try’s actions.

At the end of his book, Bacevich writes, “Perpetuat-
ing the War for the Greater Middle East” is not en-
hancing American freedom, abundance, and security. 
If anything, it is having the opposite effect. One day 
the American people may awaken to this reality. Then 
and only then will the war end. When this awakening 
might occur is impossible to say. For now, sadly, most 
Americans remain in deep slumber.”

Advent
This advent season we will again highlight the ritual of 
‘Las Posadas,’ which means ‘the inns’, ‘the lodging’, ‘the 
accommodation’. It is a Latin American observance 
of Mary and Joseph being turned away from various 
houses as they look for a place for Mary to safely give 
birth. They were strangers, similar to refugees and im-
migrants, as they hunted for a safe house to birth the 
baby Jesus. Last year we spent time learning about 
how millions are tortured, turned away, demonized, 
and practically enslaved as they try to escape coun-
tries like Honduras (where U.S. foreign policy has like-
wise helped to create a political dictatorship that op-
presses its people in terrible ways).

Tidings of Refugees and Joy

BUDGET TEMPLE TALKS: NOV. 27, 9AM & 11AM AND DEC. 4, 9AM & 11AM

GRACE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING DECEMBER 11, 10:00 AM
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Worship Notes: Change in Worship Team Structure
This fall the worship team made a recommendation to the Grace 
council that it meet twice a year to review the quality and impact of 
worship at Grace. Pastor Daniel and Mark Bowman, Director of Music, 
will make week-to-week decisions about the character and shape of 
the liturgy, but they will also draw together ad-hoc groups of mem-
bers to plan seasonal worship and worship for special occasions. A 
chair of the twice-a-year gatherings will convene the group. 

This decision was made primarily because we’ve had difficulty find-
ing a group of volunteers to serve on the team. The Grace council 
approved this change. Please send worship ideas, questions, and con-
cerns to Pastor Daniel or Mark Bowman 
until we name a chair for the new wor-
ship team.

Tidings, continued

Diakonia
Pictured is the new Diakonia class that meets every Saturday from 
9am – 12 noon in the Grace Fellowship Hall. Pastor Carmelo Alvarez is 
teaching church history, following Pastor Daniel’s first course in New 
Testament. 

We have eleven students attending from five area worship communi-
ties: Grace, St. Paul’s, Immanuel in Roger’s Park, Edison Park Lutheran, 
and Loyola University. Special thanks to Sue McDaniels, who gath-
ered a remarkable group of instructors to lead the courses. Students 
make a commitment to take two years of classes in everything from 
scripture to practical discipleship courses in pastoral care and sharing 
the Gospel. Grace is honored to be the newest site in the national 
Diakonia program!

This year, we have decided to focus on Syria and the refugee crisis 
that has already made the Middle East a nightmare. The refugee crisis 
continues to spill over into Europe and to have far-reaching reper-
cussions. We will meet for weekly Advent services starting at 7pm on 
November 30th, educating ourselves about the lives of Syrian refu-
gees. We will also host a neighborhood walk to include participants 
from other local congregations that will put participants in the place 
of a Syrian refugee. You will be turned away from countries, stay in a 
makeshift tent city, and finally find a home in Dallas, TX.

Our Advent theme is “Tidings of Refugees and Joy” because we Chris-
tians hold terror and joy in a liturgical tension. This is not an alien con-
cept to us. It is showcased every week in our sanctuary, symbolized by 
the sculpture of Jesus’ being crucified on the cross—he was crucified 
in terror, but then raised by a great love, and in great joy.

I pray we might journey together through the hard truth of our coun-
try’s foreign policy while we simultaneously remind ourselves of 
God’s message of grace in Christ Jesus. Advent is a season of fasting, 
of asking for forgiveness, but it is also a season of action.

Therefore, as part of our Advent focus we are challenging the congre-
gation to raise a substantial amount of money so we might donate 
funds to the ELCA Syrian Refugee Assistance Fund. We will also learn 
from other faith communities and organizations like Refugee One, to 
see how they are responding to current needs around the world.

No matter the hard news of the world, we are prisoners of hope. But 
being a prisoner of hope implies we have faced the darkness in our-
selves and still turn toward God’s promises. Without an acknowledge-
ment of pain, oppression, and difficult facts, one cannot possess cou-
rageous hope. Jesus has promised to set us free if we dare to confront 
the truth. I pray that by participating in this process this Advent we 
might free a bit more of ourselves, and therefore have a redemptive 
impact on this world God so loves.

Pastor Daniel

Welcome to Liz Laughlin,  
our New Education Coordinator!

Liz started worshipping with us in the summer, and soon wanted 
to know more about getting involved in the ministry of the church. 
Through conversations with Jarrod Gaither, Jeanine Brownell, and 
Pastor Daniel, Liz was eventually offered a stipended position to help 
with outreach, volunteer coordination, planning, and administra-
tion. Grace Council President Martha Fry and Colleague in Ministry, 
Pastor Kaari Reierson, also were involved in interviewing Liz for the 
position with Council’s approval. 

Liz has already done an amazing job cleaning out the Sunday school 
rooms and nursery, making the spaces more accessible and friendly. 
She has exciting plans for reaching out to the neighborhood and for 
gaining new volunteers. 

Please introduce yourself when you see her, and ask about differ-
ent ways you might help out with the education program at Grace. 
Welcome, Liz! We have been waiting for you and your skills for some 
time.

Liz Laughlin and her granddaughter Kelly.
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Sun. Nov 27  First Sunday of Advent, 9am & 11am

Wed. Nov 30  Midweek Service, 7pm

Sun. Dec 4 Second Sunday of Advent, 9am & 11am

Wed. Dec 7  Midweek Service, 7pm

Sun. Dec 11 Third Sunday of Advent, 9am & 11am 
 Annual Budget Meeting, 10am

Wed. Dec 14 Las Posadas Neighborhood Walk, 7pm

Sun. Dec 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas Pageant, 9am & 11am 
 Las Posadas Feast, after late worship

Mon. Dec 19  Blue Christmas Service at St. Paul’s Lutheran, 7pm

Wed. Dec 21 Midweek Service, 7pm

Sat. Dec 24  Christmas Eve Service: 7pm music, 7:30pm service

Sun. Dec 25  Christmas Day:  Cooperative Service 10am

Sun. Jan 1 First Sunday of Christmas, Cooperative Service 10am

Advent and Christmas at Grace

Annual Budget Meeting
It’s that time of year for planning and approving our Grace bud-
get for 2017. The official budget meeting is scheduled for Sunday,  
December 11 at 10 a.m. 

We are a united affirming, caring, and courageous community, com-
mitted to sharing our resources in support of God’s grace and love. 

This past year, we’ve seen growth in our faith development, discus-
sion around how we consider benevolences, and anticipation of 
Y.O.U’s departure from our space—all topics the council considered 
when building our budget proposal. 

As mindful stewards in service of our Grace community, we hope our 
proposal reflects your expectations. To that end, the Grace council 
will offer opportunities to engage in discussion prior to the Decem-
ber 11 meeting. 

Please join us for a Budget Temple Talk where we will share our pro-
posal, discuss our thinking, and of course get your input.  We’ll have 
four opportunities—November 27 at 9am and 11am and again on 
December 4 at 9am and 11am.

Please feel free to reach out to Martha Fry, Council Chair if you have 
any questions.

Martha.Fry@hmhco.com

Inspired Giving Task Force report: 
 Benevolence Designations

I’m pleased to share that at last night’s meeting [Monday, November 
14, 2016] the Inspired Giving Task Force, serving as our congregation’s 
benevolence discernment group, approved the following projects for 
funding:

1.  $1,000 for Syrian refugee assistance -- the $1,000 to serve as a 
match for up to $1,000 in contributions from Grace members. PD 
to determine organization to fund and promote match.

2.  $500 for the ELCA’s flood relief work in West Virginia 

3.  $200 for the Interfaith Committee for Detained Immigrants 

In other news from the meeting, Bob Carroll has agreed to carry for-
ward as chair of a new Benevolence Committee (or another name, 
yet to be determined) after our current task force disbands following 
a January meeting.  Anyone interested in serving on this new group 
should contact Bob.

Joe Flint



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HARBINGER

Happy Birthday, Martie!!!
Martha Johnson, known as Martie to her friends, has been a mem-
ber at Grace for about 50 years. On September 14th of this year she 
celebrated her 74th birthday with the help of Jan Blackburn, Caro-
lyn Utech, Nell Ferguson, Peg Haar, Pastor Daniel, and her long-time 
friend Jimmie Sue.

Martie has been blind from birth; she learned to read Braille at the 
Illinois School in central Illinois before returning to the Chicago area. 
She was able to live independently in a private apartment for many 
years and was able to work with the help of her seeing eye dogs. In 
the 1970’s Martie was employed processing film at a lab in Des Plaines.  
She would take a city bus and transfer twice to get to work.  Her most 
recent job was at the Social Security office in downtown Chicago.

Martie sang in the choir for many years, with her seeing-eye-dog 
being a familiar sight sleeping at her feet – one dog actually snored 
during the pastor’s sermons, before Pastor Daniel became our pastor.  
She wore a hat in winter that covered part of her face – she didn’t 
need to keep her eyes uncovered. 

When Martie was no longer able to continue to live independently, 
she moved in February of 2005 to Lake Shore Care Center on Sheri-
dan Road just north of Touhy.  Since then, Jan Blackburn has visited 
her about once a week to make sure she has supplies that she needs.  
Since Jan and her husband Bill became snowbirds a couple of years 
ago, it has taken four of us, Carolyn Utech, Connie Wood, Pastor Dan-
iel and me, to visit Martie and make sure her needs are met in Jan’s 
absence.   

Marilyn Mason

Cubs Mania in Senior Living:  
Lifelong Fans Cheer, Reflect

Here’s an article from Senior 
Housing News that includes info 
about Sy Reeves, Grace member 
and a lifelong Cubs fan.

Many Chicago Cubs fans feel 
like they’ve been waiting a 
lifetime for their team to win 
the World Series. Some fans in 
Chicago-area senior living com-
munities have been.

A family connection is a common thread among many longtime Cubs 
fans, it seems. Ninety-year-old Sydell Reeves, who lives at Belmont 
Village Glenview in Glenview, Illinois, inherited her love for the Cubs 
from her grandfather, whom she lived with as a child.

“Grandpa was a Cubs fan, so I became a Cubs fan,” Reeves says. She’s 
waited years for a season like this one. “There’s a very good possibil-
ity that they’ll go all the way,” she says. “Wouldn’t that be something.”

Reeves’ husband Gil became an usher at Wrigley Field after he re-
tired, and Reeves herself once had a large collection of baseball cards 
signed by Cubs players. Reeves says she never believed in a curse, 
either. “I have a shirt that says something like, ‘We blew up the ball, 
now let’s blow up the goat!’” she says.

Additionally, most of these Cubs fans have had their share of favorite 
Cubs players—some of whom had heydays that ended several years, 
or even decades, ago.  Stan Hack, a third baseman who played for the 
Cubs from 1932 to 1944, still has a piece of Reeves’ heart.

“He was good looking, he was young, he was a good player, and I just 
thought he was the greatest,” Reeves says. She and her husband have 
an engraved brick paver outside of Wrigley Field that’s placed, appro-
priately, near a larger paving stone dedicated to Hack.

This article was originally published by Senior Housing News  
(www.seniorhousingnews.com)

First Step Toward  
Improved Lighting  
at Grace
The new Grace sign (left) has a 
light! Also installed were bright-
er lights for the front fixtures 
by the front main door. New 
light fixtures for the alley side of 
Grace have been purchased and 
a light fixture for over the front 
door is being shopped for.

Feeding The Hungry
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me 
in.…”  “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”    Matthew 23:35,40

Jesus teaches his followers that they are an important link in showing 
God’s love to all people by helping them to fill their most basic needs. 
As followers of Jesus we too are directed to aid those whose lives are 
difficult and who lack basic needs. At Grace one of the ways we at-
tempt to meet these needs are to participate in the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Center and in the Uptown Food Pantry.  Your contributions of 
either food or money sustain these ministries every month. 

As we approach the season of giving, remember that we reflects 
God’s love for us in the ways we help others to meet their needs. Bring 
a contribution of food or a monetary donation to support these min-
istries. Check the Grace website for a list of food items that you can 
bring to share with someone who needs to know that God cares for 
them through this tangible means. 
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Fall Garden Cleanup!
On October 29 our Grace clean-up crew 
tackled inside and outside jobs. Plants 
were re-potted, benches moved, the shed 
straightened up, the parking lot cleaned, 
and the raised beds prepared for next 
year’s growing season. A campfire ended 
the day (a good way to get rid of trimmed 
branches)

Healing the Wound
499 years ago, a small town priest on a mission started a movement 
that ripped the Christian Church apart.  Martin Luther believed the in-
stitutional church had drifted away from its basic teachings. He post-
ed 95 sentences that he hoped would bring attention to the issues he 
saw and encourage a dialogue with church leaders. He wanted the 
church to experience a reformation in its teachings. The statements 
caused a great furor, and eventually followers of Luther (Lutherans) 
broke from the church and the Reformation movement began.

Fast forward to the 20th century.  Lutherans and Catholics began 
talking about ways to heal the wounded church and bring Chris-
tians into closer unity with each other. Committees were formed and 
documents written to encourage Catholics and Lutherans to talk and, 
surprisingly, they did. Finally, in the 21st century and the 500th anni-
versary of the original event,  a document discussing points of agree-
ment and ways to heal the wounds was created.

In the past year, here in Evanston, a group of representatives of Lu-
theran and Catholic churches sat down to find ways to talk to each 
other.  From these talks a group called Reformation 500 and Beyond 
was formed. The group’s goal was to bring people together in a vari-
ety of activities that would allow each of the faith traditions to learn 
new things about the other. 

A number of events have already taken place and there are many 
more to come. In the new year there will be a prayer service for Chris-
tian Unity. Grace will hold a session in February called “Mythbusters,” 
that will clarify misconceptions about faith traditions of Lutherans 
and Catholics. 

During Lent, Grace will host four sessions inviting Catholics and Lu-
therans to a simple supper and discussion about a document called 
“Declaration on the Way.” 

Stay tuned for more events as we move into the post-Easter season 
when a session will be held to discuss Lutheran-Catholic Marriages. 

Rev. Dr. Martin Marty Lecture:  
The Leaps from Committees to Commitments

Renowned religious historian and Lutheran pastor Dr. Martin Marty, 
author of more than 50 books, discussed how ecumenical dialogue, 
most particularly between Lutherans and Catholics, could be mani-
fested in the daily lives of Christians.  Many Lutherans from Grace, St. 
Paul’s and Immanuel in Evanston, and Catholics from St. Nicholas and 
other local Catholic parishes, were also in attendance.
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Come To The Cabaret!
On October 1st, our five Evanston Lutheran churches, Grace, Imman-
uel, St. Paul’s, Trinity and LCM/Northwestern University put on the 
best show in town!  No exaggeration here - talented acts from all five 
churches entertained us, while skilled chefs from the five fed us sa-
vory and sweet treats.  What was the purpose of this wonderful show?  
It was to raise money to help pay the rent 
for two Evanston young men who are re-
inventing their lives with education, em-
ployment, and independent living.  

Cabaret was the first fundraising effort 
of the Bridges to Home team of the five 
churches, founded to work together to 
contribute to the community.   This ef-
fort began about two years ago under 
the guidance of Lutheran Social Servic-
es of Illinois and evolved into Bridges 
to Home after much research and 
discussion with many social service 
agencies in Evanston.   The two part-
ners that we are now working with are Curt’s Café and Connections 
for the Homeless.  Bridges hopes to subsidize rent on an Evanston 
apartment for two men at a time to move out of the more sheltered 
Our House run by Connections.  Bridges to Home was named to sig-
nify our work to provide a bridge between dependent and indepen-
dent living.  

Cabaret was a great success!  $3,729.00 was raised at this event.   The 
churches have committed themselves to providing additional funds 
and several community members have made contributions to the 
fund.  Currently we have $14,229.00 to contribute to Connections for 
the apartment.  

All five churches have agreed that they are in this for the long haul, so 
be prepared for another Cabaret next year.  We will keep you posted, 
so you don’t miss the best show in town.

Ginny Ayers and Dorothy Nagelbach, for the Grace Bridges to Home team
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We at St. Paul’s, and the guests of the Interfaith Sunday Soup Kitchen, 
are deeply grateful to all of you and your volunteers who made sure 
that there was a nourishing meal every single Sunday afternoon in 
2016.  Thank you so much for your enthusiasm, compassion, dedica-
tion, and generosity! 

And we are thrilled to announce that, beginning in late November, 
and for the first time ever, the St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen will be fully ac-
cessible.  Over the last nearly six months, we have been undergoing a 
major renovation to our facility to install:

• A ramp to our Maple Ave. entrance

• An elevator-lift from the Maple Ave. entrance to the second floor

• Fully accessible bathrooms on the first and second floors

• A fully compliant smoke and fire alarm system

• A mop sink on the second floor. 

These accessibility improvements required a complete reconfigu-
ration of our space, and by the time it is done, the project (which 
included a new roof and sanctuary replastering) will cost us about 
$600,000—a huge financial undertaking for our small congregation.   
However, after praying and discerning together, we resolved that, if 
our mission is to welcome, feed, and shelter the hungry and home-
less, we must make our building safe and accessible for all, including 
our Soup Kitchen and emergency overnight shelter guests and serv-
ing group partners and volunteers.  We have heard from a number of 
you that you have volunteers who would like to help out at the Soup 
Kitchen, but can’t manage our stairs.  We heard you, and we weekly 
saw our Soup Kitchen guests struggle to get up and down our stairs 
with walkers and canes.  No more!

Many of you who have seen and experienced our construction or 
heard about our safety and accessibility improvements have asked 
how you can help.  We are gratefully accepting financial contribu-
tions toward the SAW (Safe, Accessible, Weathertight) project. To 
make a tax-deductible donation, please see the St. Paul’s website,  
www.stpaulevanston.org. 

In addition to our newly renovated facility, we will work toward being 
more responsible stewards of our environment, in the following ways:

• We will no longer use Styrofoam products of any kind.  We are grad-
ually using up what we already have, but please do not bring any 
new Styrofoam products. 

• We hope in 2017 to become a zero-waste facility,  composting all 
food waste and recycling most products.  (Our research has shown 
us that this will be expensive.  If you are interested in contributing 
toward these costs in particular, please let me know.)

• We no longer use the large melamine serving trays – reducing the 
water used to wash them (not to mention the messy, back-break-
ing work involved).

The 2017 Serving Schedule:  Again this year, the Interfaith Sunday 
Soup Kitchen Serving Group Schedule will be maintained by our  
St. Paul’s Parish Assistant.  You may contact her at 847-475-3403 or 
office@stpaulevanston.org.  And the schedule can be accessed any 

time on the St. Paul’s website:  www.stpaulevanston.org.  Click on the 
Interfaith Soup Kitchen tab, scroll down, and click on the 2017 SOUP 
KITCHEN SCHEDULE link.   A number of you have already contacted us 
to request dates.  We appreciate and welcome your enthusiasm and 
we will do our best to honor date requests in the order we receive 
them.  We will get back to you directly to confirm dates. 

If you have any non-scheduling questions, and especially if you 
have questions or  ideas for how we can be more environmentally 
responsible or help improve the serving experience for your volun-
teers please contact me at 847-477-5175 (cell) or by email at: paula.
ketcham@gmail.com. 

General (but Important!!) Reminders

• Summer Sundays:  We are especially grateful for your help in serv-
ing over the summer months, between Memorial Day and Labor 
Day.  Please consider asking your group to serve once over the 
summer.

• Cleaning Up After Serving:  Please arrange to have at least a cou-
ple members of your serving group stay until clean-up is done.   We 
really need your help with this.  It is discouraging for our coordina-
tors to face cleanup alone after the cooks and servers have left.   We 
wage a constant battle to keep our kitchen and dining room clean 
and leave nothing behind for mice!  All dishes need to be dried 
and put away, the floors must be swept,  the tables must be wiped 
down, the recycling and garbage must go outside, and the kitchen 
counters must be clean.  If you expect to be short on volunteers, 
especially at clean-up time, please contact me in advance so that I 
can try to arrange for extra help at closing time.

• Number of guests to plan for:  Many of you have asked about 
the number of guests to expect.  As a very general rule, toward 
the beginning of each month, we have fewer guests (about 70-80), 
and by the end of the month we have more guests (80-110).  Why?  
Because many of our guests receive some sort of governmental as-
sistance (such as disability payments), or have part-time jobs, and 
money runs out by the end of the month. 

• Please take all leftover food: Sometimes, no matter how carefully 
the meal is planned, there are leftovers. Please take leftovers to the 
YMCA, whose residents do not have kitchens and welcome dona-
tions, or divide them up among your volunteers. Please do not 
leave behind any opened bottles and containers of salad dressings, 
condiments, margarine, or any other perishable items.  Unopened, 
non-perishable items can be taken to the Food Pantry at Hillside 
Methodist, in Evanston (or any other food pantry of your choice). 

Thanks again for your generosity and support!

On behalf of the Congregation of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Evan-
ston, and Interfaith Action of Evanston,

Paula Ketcham

Blessings, 
Kate Jordan, Parish Assistant

St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen Accessibility
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